Dear Friends,
Hi and greetings to you in the Name of our Lord Jesus.
I’m sure, like me, you are grateful that the days are getting longer and Spring is getting closer.
Flowers, plants and trees are showing signs of new life. Our almond tree is busy, with a variety of
birds, enjoying the peanuts and seeds.

Whilst we give thanks for all God’s blessings and the sure hope of Spring’s arrival, we must
continue to pray for all those sadly affected by the virus.
To pray for comfort and fresh hope through receiving the vaccine.
We must too, as many people begin to consider the big questions of life, pray that they will find
hope of eternal life, though our Lord Jesus Christ.
I mention that we should remain thankful, but we can struggle when times are tough.
Here, we read in Philippians 4:6-7
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard you hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
We could think, “Well that’s easy for him to say”, but these words are written from the viewpoint
of Christians, who really understood how hard times and anxiety felt.
So we can take this encouragement from those who have had their own troubles.
Read in Matthew 7:24, how Jesus was preparing those who might follow Him, for difficult times
ahead.
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
man who built his house on the rock.”
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Jesus is our Rock!
We learn from the reading in Philippians, the things we are to do:
Not worry…
Pray…
Be thankful…
Receive His peace…
I was meditating on ‘thankfulness’ in the Devotional ‘One Year Mini for Men’, by Tyndall
Publishers...which I thoroughly recommend...and here are some thoughts that helped me.
*How can I show my thankfulness to the Lord?
It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your love in
the morning and your faithfulness at night. Psalm 92:1-2
*What should I thank God for?
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures for ever. Psalm 118:1.
*How can I show my faithfulness to others?
I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of revelation, so that
you may know him better. Ephesians 1:16-17
*Can I be thankful even in the tough times?
Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus. 1Thessalonians 5:18.
“Whilst it is hard to be thankful for the rough times, you can be thankful in them. The way we
view life determines how we view our difficulties. If we only see them as problems and not as
opportunities to glorify God, the result can be to develop an attitude of bitterness, cynicism and
hopelessness. If we see them as an important way of strengthening our character and
convictions, then we are better able to rise above them and even thank God for how they are
refining our lives.”
With love in Jesus, in whom we trust and serve with thankful hearts.
Bob

Surface Deadline
For inclusion in the March edition of Surface Magazine - please send all copy to Kate M via email to
or hard copy to my home address by Thursday 18th February. Many thanks!

Actions
During the 2019-2020 year there were over 300 near misses on unmanned railway pedestrian
crossings in the UK.
Why should this be, one wonders, when each one has signs up saying clearly “STOP. LOOK and
LISTEN” before crossing? Are people just careless, not bothered, keen to risk or just tired of life?
The shock of a near miss by a train must be traumatic. You would have thought that people
would want to take care and stick to the necessary precautions.
Similarly, in our own walk with the Lord should we also be paying the correct attention. Do we
need to stop, look (take due note of the Word), and then listen? Failure to do just that may
mean we have a far less productive journey than the one the Lord has in mind for us.
JEE

19.01.2021
Ted Uren

Many of us will remember our dear friend and brother in Christ, Ted Uren, who went to be with
the Lord on Monday. He would have been 90 on Sunday.
We mourn his loss to this world though rejoice that he is present with the Lord. Ted was a
long-standing member of the Maidstone Branch of the Gideons and although “retired” was still
keenly interested in the work of the Gideons.
We send our condolences to his son Peter and the family.
As John Easton said to me in a message - “Ted was a great encourager and his enthusiasm for
the Lord made many people sit up and listen. He will be with His and Our Lord at last.”

Terence

Prayer Meeting on Zoom
Just a reminder to join the Zoom prayer meeting via the internet, the online zoom link is
https://zoom.us/j/96423522696 this will be the same each week
or click here to be taken to it automatically
To join by phone
The telephone number is:
0203 481 5240
When prompted use your phone key pad to enter your meeting ID
which is:
964 2352 2696 # (remember to enter the “hash”)
IGNORE the request for a further number
Press # (hash) again and you will enter the meeting
If you experience any problems please contact Bob & Mary.
Greetings from Ron Martin
Ron Martin sends you his greetings, from his home in Northampton.
We have regular chats with Ron and we are still intending to visit him, possibly later in the year, when it
is safe and wise to do so.
He is keeping well and is blessed to be receiving good care at his home.
Ron wanted to send you his good wishes and to apologise for being unable to write any Christmas cards
now.
I’m sure he would appreciate hearing from you.
Thanks and God bless you,
Bob

Joining the Chat on YouTube
When the Church had to transfer some of its activities online because of the Covid
pandemic, YouTube quickly because our chosen environment. It proved very easy to get
broadcasts up and running, it is much easier to access for a large number of people than
Zoom and some of the other platforms, it has facilitated very varied content being
produced and has enabled very many people to get involved in making and delivering
that content. Although it lacks the real-time and face-to-face contact that Zoom provides,
it is still possible to know who is viewing and to have dialogue with each other using
YouTube’s chat facility.
Here is a quick guide to how you can get involved in the chat if you are not doing so
already.
YouTube is owned by Google and you need to a Google account to be able to take part
in the chat. If you have such an account then just choose the ‘Sign In’ option on the top
right of the YouTube page and enter your login details.

If you do not have a Google account, use the same Sign-In button and you will be
presented with two simple forms where you give your details and create the account.
Here is the view of the first form.

You will need to create a new Gmail address as prompted in the middle of the form and
Google will even give you some default options you can choose from which are not
already being used by someone else.
The next form is similar and asks for your date of birth and gender. Two forms follow that
where you can simply ‘confirm’ the various default settings and terms and conditions of
using the system.
And that’s it. When you have finished with the forms you will normally be left already
signed in to YouTube and it may well automatically sign you in next time depending on
what other browser settings you have.
Now that you have a Google account you can join in the chat on the SFC broadcast and
also ‘Subscribe’ to our YouTube channel which will make it easier to find future
broadcasts.
As always our church administrator and tech team are available if you need assistance.
Happy viewing!
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Services in February

Sunday 7th

10.30am

All Age Connections - Genesis 32
Jacob wrestles at the Jabbok

Speaker: Andrea Gardiner (Project Ecuador)

Sunday 14th

10.30am

Worship, Word and Communion

Theme: “The Parables of the Kingdom” Mark 4
Speaker: Paul Martin

Sunday 21st

10.30am

Worship, Word and Communion

Theme: “Jesus is Lord of All” Mark 5
Speaker: Clive Jones

Sunday 28th

10.30am

Worship, Word and Communion

Theme: “Expansions and Opposition” Mark 6
Speaker: Chris Tolley

