Dear Friends,
Our Servant Queen
‘I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to
your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong.’
(Her Majesty The Queen)

On her twenty-first birthday, 21 April 1947, Princess Elizabeth was with her parents and
younger sister on a tour of South Africa. In a speech broadcast on the radio from Cape
Town, the Princess dedicated her life to the service of the Commonwealth. She
concluded her speech with these words, ‘I shall not have strength to carry out this
resolution alone unless you join in it with me, as I now invite you to do. I know that your
support will be unfailingly given. God help me to make good my vow, and God bless all of
you who are willing to share in it.’
As a woman of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the young Princess would no doubt have
been familiar with these words in Mark 10:45,
‘For even the son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give His
life as a ransom for many.’
Also, in Matthew 25:37-40,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in or needing
clothes and clothe you? The King will reply, whatever you did for one of the least
of these my brothers of mine, you did for me.’
Despite many challenges in her life, including a year she famously called an ‘annus
horribilis,’ Queen Elizabeth ll, with the help of God, has faithfully kept her vow of service.
Even at the age of 96, she is an inspiration to us all.
So, with her shining example before us, and the words of our Lord Jesus Christ in our
hearts, let us not grow weary with doing good, but continue, ‘to encourage and build
one another up.’ (1 Thessalonians 5:11).
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NB You might, as we approach Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee, want to honour the
Queen’s 70 years of service by taking part in a ‘Hope Together’ initiative of making a
difference in your community by engaging in 70 Acts of Service. For more details follow
this link Platinum-Jubilee-70-Acts-of-Service-3.pdf (theplatinumjubilee.com)
Love in Christ Kate Henry

Project Ecuador
When I was the pastor at SFC (2000 – 2013) and Kate Henry was serving as a
missionary with Latin Link in Ecuador, I was privileged to visit that team as the invited
guest speaker for their annual field conference.

It was there that I first met Andrea Gardiner who at that time, as a single medical doctor
working in a village outside Santo Domingo called Nuevos Horizontes, was doing
sterling work having set up a medical centre. She worked with young people running a
youth club in the village and became aware of educational needs amongst them that she
longed to do something about. In time having married a local young man they were able
to establish a sponsorship program to help support a number of these youngsters
through their schooling. A number of people in our congregation were able to join that
program and sponsor a few young people. Lynne and I were able to do so as well, and
on my second visit to Ecuador I was able to meet that young teenager Juan, and his
mother in their home. Their old home is on the left. Vladimir, Andrea’s husband and
team, built them a new home. (right)

I am thrilled to say that Juan, now in his early twenties is a full time evangelist in Quito,
the capital.
Project Ecuador has over the past fourteen years been able to sponsor and help some
300 children and her husband Vladimir and his team have been able to build 36 houses
along the lines of the one seen above.
However, to quote Ecclesiastes 3:1 “There is a time for everything, and a season for
every activity under heaven”, and the trustees of Project Ecuador have come to the
conclusion that the season for this ministry has come to an end and sadly they have
decided to close it down. There are a number of factors involved and you can read their
report (available on the corridor noticeboard) to find out more.
Andy and her family have over the years visited our church and spoken on a number of
occasions, most recently earlier this year via video link. However, she is involved in a GP
practise in Shetland where the family are planning to be for the foreseeable future. We
wish them all well and thank them for the ministry they have faithfully carried out in
Ecuador for many years and enabled us as a church to share in too.
Love in Jesus,
Clive.

Kate with Andy and Vladimir with two of their
three children in 2018

Don’t be late - book your free tickets now!
Follow the links to book one or both events!
Platinum Jubilee celebration Tickets, Sun 5 Jun 2022 at 11:00 |
Eventbrite
The Big Jubilee Lunch Tickets, Sun 5 Jun 2022 at 12:00 | Eventbrite

Surface Deadline For inclusion in the July edition of Surface Magazine - please send all copy to
Kate M by Thursday 23rd June. If you no longer wish to receive this magazine, please contact
the church administrator to unsubscribe Many thanks!

Plans for the Jubilee Celebration and Big Jubilee Lunch on Sunday 5th June
are developing well and here are the ‘ three Bs ’ for taking part and getting
involved in these exciting events.
Book now! Visit the Jubilee page on the Church web site
www.staplehurstfreechurch.org.uk/fcs/jubilee. Or let Corinne or Roy know.
Bring a Friend! Think about who you might bring along, it could be a
neighbour, family connections or someone who might otherwise be alone
when the jubilee events are going on. Printed invitations will be available
very soon.
Bake biscuits and puddings! The winner and recipe of the national
competition has been announced jemmas-lemon-swiss-roll-amarettii-triflewinner-2.pdf (fortnumandmason.com) This could be adapted by using
bought ingredients if you are short of time. There will also crown shaped
biscuits for decorating, all for sharing and eating on the day.
Please contact Corinne and Roy for more information and to get involved.
The Jubilee events are the central part of our next Family Church series
‘Born to be Queen’ which will be on the first Sunday of the month in May,
June and July.

Welcomers Rota - June
Sunday 5th and Jo
Sunday 12th - Nic and Peter
Sunday 19th - Adri and David
Sunday 26th - Bob and Mavis

Surface Magazine has been somewhat brief
the last few months. We Need You!
Please submit any items for publication to
The editor Kate
before the copy deadline.
Thank You!

Online Church
To make it easier to find us online, we have
renamed our YouTube channel to Staplehurst
Free Church. Please note the actual URL has
not changed, so you can still find us on any
links you may have already set up on your
devices. Here is the new link name
Staplehurst Free Church - YouTube

House groups
We currently operate three separate house groups. One on a Tuesday evening at Ian
and Nic’s, and two on a Wednesday at Kate H’s and Clive and Lynne’s. If you do not
currently attend a house group and would like to, please speak to any of the leadership
for more information.

National Westminster Bank Mobile
Bank

The mobile National Westminster bank van
will be in the church car park on
1st June
15th June
29th June
From 1.30 - 2.30pm

Newsletter
We have received the latest newsletter from
Peter and Kay Goodchild. A hardcopy is
available on the corridor noticeboard to read or
you can click on the link here
Hot off The Press (emmanuelpress.org.uk)

Coffee Shop Assistance
The Shepherd’s Pantry Coffee Shop is progressing well and being much appreciated by
many people in our local community. If you are occasionally at a loose end on a
Saturday then perhaps you would like to come along and help out. Our Barista,
Charlotte, is very capable and manages perfectly well most of the time but when the
Coffee Shop does get busy an extra pair of hands is very helpful. Tasks are very simple
including the likes of clearing tables, loading and unloading the dishwasher or plating up
food. If you would like to help out then please Contact Roy.
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Sunday Connections in June
Sunday 5th

11.00am

All Age Family Service

Theme:

Platinum Jubilee Celebration

Led by: Corinne and Roy

Followed by the Big Jubilee Lunch!
Sunday 12th

10:30am

Sunday Connections - Worship, Word and Communion

Theme: The Church at Smyrna Revelation 2 v 8-11
Led by: Clive Jones

Sunday 19th

10:30am

Sunday Connections - Worship, Word and Communion

Theme: The Church at Pergamum Revelation 2 v 12-17
Speaker: Chris Tolley

Sunday 26th

10.30am

Sunday Connections - Worship, Word and Communion

Theme: The Church at Thyatira Revelation 2 v 18 - 29
Speaker: Rev Denis Nolan

6.30pm

Evening Service and Communion
Led by: Wes Hinsley from Filling Station

