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Dear Friends, 

Walking In the Light 
 
Our garden adjoins farmland and this means that reaching the far end at night, involves 
our using a bright but ageing torch which only offers light in an intermittent, morse code 
sort of way.  Why do we still use it?  Prepare for faulty reasoning-...because when it 
works, it still has a very bright beam! 
 
Now you might be saying “Noooo it’s an accident waiting to happen - just buy a new 
torch” - and of course you’re right, and yet, we have done nothing to improve the       
situation for over seven years. 
Does that sound crazy? 
 
I guess we’d tell a visitor that experience informs us where we should put our feet when 
the torch is off so it’s all fine. 
On further consideration, perhaps that doesn’t fully take into account the night-time    
activity beyond our back door. 
Sometimes an owl’s silent flight sends rodents scooting into bushes, or a bat will swoop 
across the gardens after hunting for moths; the neighbourhood tabby cat prowls and a 
hungry badger’s visit can leave upturned rocks on the path. 
In actual fact the back garden journey is less than predictable, verging on the precarious 
and yet, we change nothing, why? 
 
Human nature is pretty unfathomable isn’t it? 
Jesus told the parable of the builder determined, (despite probable good advice) to build 
his house on sand rather than rock - and we likely know that this didn’t end well. 
What motivated him to choose the disastrous route? 
Did he think “Oh it will never happen to me” or maybe “I can just sort it out later” or 
“Who needs instructions anyway?” 
 
So, is mankind in general hardwired to just be contrary? 
Are we all most likely to live and learn only by our mistakes? 
Will Bob and I only buy a new torch when we’ve fallen foul of Brock the badger’s rubble 
heap? 
 
In Luke 19 Jesus weeps, knowing how the people of Jerusalem had also relied on faulty 
reasoning. They had chosen to do things their own way and lived the consequences       
despite all of God’s loving interventions over the years.  
Their lives could have been so, so much better. 



 

Surface Deadline For inclusion in the September edition of Surface Magazine - please send all 
copy to the editor Kate by Thursday 25th August. If you no longer wish to receive this maga-

zine, please contact the church administrator.  Many thanks!  

 

National Westminster Mobile Bank  
The mobile National Westminster bank van 

will be in the church car park on  

 

10th August 

24th August 

 

From 1.30 - 2.30pm 

 
Welcomers Rota - August 

 
Sunday 7th - Brenda and Graham           

Sunday 14th - Mavis and Peter 
Sunday 21st - Bob and Jo 

Sunday 28th - Clive and Kate 
 
 
 
 
 

See what He was saying in John chapter 10 (The Message Version) 
 
“I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they 
ever dreamed of.” 
 
This is what Jesus knew Jerusalem would refuse, no wonder He was so sad. 
 
The good news is that this promise is for us too. 
 
Of course, yes we all make mistakes, but God didn’t cause us to be contrary or ‘go in the 
opposite direction’ we do that all by ourselves don’t we! That’s what “sin” is about. 
 
I am so grateful that Jesus made it clear that God, intends so much more for us than we 
could ever even dream of! 
What grace!! 
 
Let’s thank God today that we need never navigate the darkness by a flickering light 
when we know the One Who told us that He Himself is the Light of the world! 
 
May God bless and encourage us all as we learn to walk confidently in His light, (and Bob 
and I really do seek to purchase a reliable torch!) 
 
Mary 



Friends Together will be carrying on in 
August and will take place on Tuesday 9th 
August-10am to midday. 

Church Office  
The church office will close 4:30pm Thursday 18

th
 August and re-open 

8:30am Tuesday 6
th
 September however the community fridge will         

continue to be open. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Interest Group is taking a break in  

August - See you in September! 



 
Be My Guest! To my Un-Birthday Bash on Saturday September 17th 

 
Seats are still available to the charity dinner dance at the London Beach  
Hotel, Tenterden.  
 
The hotel are kindly running the event under their charity scheme so my 
outlay for the 3 course meal will be donated back to Pancreatic Cancer UK 
at the end of the evening.  
 
There are 100 seats available and it would be great if they are all filled - so 
everyone is invited! 
 
The night kicks off at 7pm with a 3 course dinner, a display of table magic, 
followed by dancing.  Carriages at 11:45pm. You only need to pay for your 
drinks. 
 
I am asking a £10 donation for each seat to go to the University College London Hospital 
Charity in grateful thanks for the fabulous care given to my grandson Jake by the Foetal 
Medicine Unit and the Neonatal Intensive Care.  Please help me fill all the seats!   

Absolutely no presents—Your donation will be more than enough!   
RSVP to Kate M 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year’s annual Ride and Stride will take place 10
th

 September 10am to 6pm and as 
a church we will be participating again. 
 
For those unfamiliar with Ride and Stride this is an annual event organised by the Kent 
churches. Participants are sponsored to try and walk or cycle to as many churches as 
possible on the day. A list of churches participating will be available on the corridor     
noticeboard nearer the time. Many of the churches in Kent are open and it is a good way 
to explore Kent, keep fit and raise money for our building fund all at once! Monies raised 
are split equally between the church of your choice (hopefully ours) and Friends of Kent 
Churches, which seek to support those churches who need additional funds to maintain 
their heritage buildings.  Further information and sponsor forms are available here Home 
| Kent Churches Ride & Stride (kentrideandstride.co.uk) or from the church office once 
we have received them. As those of you who attended the last church meeting will know, 
we are some way off reaching our end of year target to repay the interest free loans 
which enabled us to have the lovely building we have today, so if anyone would like to 
take this opportunity to raise funds for our Building Fund that would be great.  

https://www.kentrideandstride.co.uk/
https://www.kentrideandstride.co.uk/


 
 

“Read All About It!” 
 

The latest Newsletter from Peter and Kay Goodchild can be accessed via the link below 
 Hot off The Press (emmanuelpress.org.uk) 

 
Also a reminder that the latest Newsletter from Dave Smethurst can be  accessed via this 

link  
https://mcusercontent.com/ef005b838805425eaf12fcbaf/files/75836e96-1fd4-8217-d435-

1d6be2b30634/2022_07_Ukraine_Surviving_July_2022_UK.pdf  
 

Consent Forms, Privacy Notice & Church Directory 
 
For those of you who were unable to attend our July  church meeting, I spoke about the fact that since we 
last produced our consent form the church has moved to a much greater presence on the internet in terms 
of both our website, streaming Sunday services as well as how we publicise activities and events on social 
media. This coupled with the recent introduction of CCTV means that we have needed to review and     
update the relevant policies, consent form and privacy notice. The latest consent form and privacy notice 
have now been added to the members area of our website and hard copies are available in the office foyer. 
However if you prefer to print your own and fill it in in the luxury of your own home please click here for 
the consent form and here for the privacy notice. 
You will note that there is now a second page of the consent form which relates to taking video and      
photographs. This is because your face is regarded as "data" by the regulator! If you have any questions or 
concerns or are just wondering why we are asking for your permission please do speak to me about it.  
As an added incentive to encourage everyone to return their forms back to me sooner rather than later i.e. 
by the 7th August, once I have all the consent forms back I am intending to produce a new copy of the 
church directory.  
For those who have joined the church since the last directory was produced, the church directory is a small 
booklet listing names and contact details of regular attendees of the church, which we respectively request 
people not to share with those outside of the church. Inclusion in the directory is only through ticking the 
relevant box on the consent form, although I will also be asking everyone to confirm that their current   
directory details are correct, so would everyone please note the cut-off date and respond before then!  
 
Thank you Maggie 

 
Summer Specials Weekly Quiz 

 

Once again Judith has very kindly prepared a series of quizzes based on each  
week’s theme for the Summer specials. These will be sent out on Monday      
morning every week to enable you to have time to research the answers to  
the more tricky questions. Judith has provided clues by way of Bible verses.  
Don’t  forget to come prepared with your  answers each week. If you do not  
currently receive our weekly newsletter and would like to receive both it and  
the quiz please speak to Maggie  

http://www.emmanuelpress.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/202207-PK-Newsletter.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/ef005b838805425eaf12fcbaf/files/75836e96-1fd4-8217-d435-1d6be2b30634/2022_07_Ukraine_Surviving_July_2022_UK.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/ef005b838805425eaf12fcbaf/files/75836e96-1fd4-8217-d435-1d6be2b30634/2022_07_Ukraine_Surviving_July_2022_UK.pdf


Online Church 
 
To make it easier to find us online, we have  renamed our YouTube channel to Staplehurst Free 
Church. Please note the actual URL has not changed, so you can still find us on any links you 
may have already set up on your    devices. Here is the new link name  
 

Staplehurst Free Church - YouTube 

Do You Like Books? 
 
Bob and I are continually endeavouring to optimise our storage spaces for all our         
different resources and projects as they continue to evolve. We are conscious of the large 
collection of books that has accumulated in the church over time, mostly now stored in 
the Prayer Room. Most users of, and visitors to the Church do not know they are there 
nor access them. If you have an interest in books, then maybe you could take on the role 
of ‘Librarian’ which could include for example rotating the stock, discarding damaged 
books and promoting what’s available. This could include for example reading some of 
the books and writing reviews in Surface from time to time. If this is a way you might like 
to serve our Church community then please do have a chat with Bob or myself. 
 
Roy 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDbbtaAYq6pOdT34RZU7ZbA


Sunday Connections in August 

 
Sunday 7th 

 
10.30am 

Summer Special 
 
Theme:  King of the Sea     
 
Led by Mary 
            
Speaker: Ian MacDonald 
 

 
Sunday 14th 

 
10:30am  

Summer Special 
 
Theme:   King of the Universe    
 
Led by Mary and Kate 
 
Speaker:  Video by Louie Giglio 
 

 
Sunday 21st 

 
10:30am  

Summer Special 
 
Theme:    King of Me 
 
Led by:   Mary and Kate 
 
Speaker:  Clive Jones 
 

 
Sunday 28th 

 
10.30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Special  
 
Theme:    King of Me 
 
Speaker:   Mary and Kate 
 
Speaker:  Chris Tolley  

 
 

Staplehurst Free Church Leadership Team 
 

Terence Hawgood 
Bob and Mary Howse 

Clive Jones 
Kate Henry  

 
 

Treasurer: Roger Bashford 
 

Staplehurst Free Church   
Church Administrator - Maggie Martin  

 
Office Tel No.:  01580 893993 

www.staplehurstfreechurch.org.uk 


