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Lest we forget   

Every November, we pause as a nation to remember. We stand in silence, at the war memorial, 

in supermarkets, in schools, and we whisper those words that echo through generations: “Lest 

we forget.” The words come from a Rudyard Kipling Poem “Recessional” written for Queen Victo-

ria’s Diamond jubilee of 1897.  In the poem Kipling argues against extreme patriotism and mis-

placed pride that can lead to war and calls the reader to remember the power and permanence of 

God.  

 

“Lest we forget” is a powerful phrase, not just a call to remember, but a call to be grateful. We do 

not glorify war or conflict. We do however remember the courage of those who have given their 

lives so that we might be free. We remember that their sacrifice affected so many families that 

had to rebuild, with previously imagined futures torn away. The peace which we sometimes take 

for granted came at a huge personal cost for those that died, those that were injured and their 

families. 

 

At Staplehurst Free Church, when we gather on Remembrance Sunday, we will also remember 

the words of Jesus, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends.” (John 15:13) These words, remind us that love and sacrifice are deeply intertwined. The 

act of remembering is not only historical, but also spiritual. 

 

When we remember those who gave everything, we are also reminded of the One who gave  

everything for us. Christ laid down His life not for a nation, but for the world. Not to win a war, but 

to bring peace, the Peace that passes all understanding. 

 

When writing “Recessional” Kipling was inspired by the Old Testament verse in Deuteronomy 

6:12 which was a warning not to forget the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt. 



Churches Together in Staplehurst have just updated their Welcome 

pack. If you know of anyone moving in or new to the village such as a 

new neighbour, please take one of the packs on the blue foyer table to 

give them. Thank you 

In its broadest sense “Lest we forget” can be applied to the blessings we receive from God, day 

by day and season by season.  

 

In September and October as a church community we have been thinking about God’s faithful 

provision. The fields have given up their harvests, the days shorten and the air grows cold, but we 

see His faithfulness in every season - from seedtime to harvest, from need to abundance. 

This is a time to not forget, it is a time to give thanks: for our food, for our family and friends, for 

our community, for the peace our country currently enjoys, and for the countless ways God sus-

tains us. Gratitude is a choice, one that keeps our hearts soft and our eyes open to His goodness. 

 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” (Psalm 24:1) Every 

blessing - from a neighbour’s smile to a warm meal shared - is a reminder that God is the giver of 

all good things. 

 

And soon, toward the end of November another season begins, Advent. 

Just as Remembrance looks back with gratitude, Advent looks forward with hope. The two  belong 

together: we remember with gratitude what has been, and we prepare with hope for what is to 

come. 

 

In the weeks leading up to Christmas, we wait again for the coming of Christ - not as a distant 

memory of a baby in a manger, but as a living hope for our world today. We light candles not just 

to count weeks, but to remind ourselves that light always returns to the darkness. 

 

I know that Advent can be stressful, there is so much to pack into the coming weeks. I encourage 

you to look beyond the busyness of the season and listen for God’s gentle whisper of peace. 

 

As Isaiah writes: “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.” (Isaiah 9:2) 

 

So, as we remember the sacrifices of others at remembrance, let us also keep in mind the gener-

osity of our God — the one who provides, redeems, and blesses us beyond measure. As we look 

forward we can trust that God who has been faithful through every generation will continue to be 

faithful in the days to come. Amen    

                Peter 



Recessional by Rudyard Kipling 

God of our fathers, known of old, 

Lord of our far-flung battle-line, 

Beneath whose awful Hand we hold 

Dominion over palm and pine– 

Lord God of Hosts be with us yet, 

Lest we forget–lest we forget! 

 

The tumult and the shouting dies; 

The Captains and the Kings depart: 

Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice, 

An humble and a contrite heart. 

Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 

Lest we forget–lest we forget! 

 

Far-called, our navies melt away; 

On dune and headland sinks the fire: 

Lo, all our pomp of yesterday 

Is one with Nineveh and Tyre! 

Judge of the Nations, spare us yet, 

Lest we forget–lest we forget! 

 

If, drunk with sight of power, we loose 

Wild tongues that have not Thee in awe, 

Such boastings as the Gentiles use, 

Or lesser breeds without the Law– 

Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 

Lest we forget–lest we forget! 

 

For heathen heart that puts her trust 

In reeking tube and iron shard, 

All valiant dust that builds on dust, 

And guarding, calls not Thee to guard, 

For frantic boast and foolish word– 

Thy mercy on Thy People, Lord!   

 

Rudyard Kipling’s poems can contain words or express views relating to race, gender or other matters 

which today are generally considered unacceptable but were mainstream in1897. Staplehurst Free 

Church does not endorse this work but is reproducing it for context and to aid understanding. 



 

The next meeting of  

Friends Together  

will be  

Tuesday 11th November 

10am to midday - All welcome 

Nat West Mobile Banking 

The fortnightly visits of Nat West’s mobile     

banking unit to our car park are due to take 

place on  

Wednesday 12th and 26th November 

between 1:30 and 2:30 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who           
contributed towards out Gift Day, we have 
received over £4372.42 

for which we give grateful thanks to the 

Lord for the church’s generosity.  

 

 

 

 

 

Maggie will be taking off the week   

commencing Monday 17th November  



 

Santa’s Grotto Event 

Last year we ran a very successful Christmas event. Santa was in his grotto and almost 
50 children visited him. In the main hall we served refreshments and also had crafts 
and activities available for families to enjoy. Parents stayed with their children and they 
did the activities together. It was a happy, successful event and we took the opportuni-
ty to invite families to come to our Christmas services. 

This year we are planning to run a similar event on Saturday 13th December in the 
afternoon. Santa is doing his shopping and grooming his beard, ready for the day.  

Are you able to help? We would love to have as many volunteers as possible to help 
make this event run smoothly. We need people who can man the dishwasher, make a 
cup of tea, welcome families, supervise a craft or game, set out or put away tables, 
sweep floors and chat to people.  

If you think you would be able to do one of these jobs, please let Corinne know asap  

If you have a preference for what you would like to do – let me know. 

If you’d like to run a craft and have a suitable idea up your sleeve – let me know. 

 

 

 

 

 

This month’s Filling Station is on  
Wednesday 19th November. The speak-
er this month is Jake Parker, regional        
representative for Youth for Christ. This 
will be Jake’s second visit and comes 
highly recommended if you have a heart 
for young people – or if you don’t, you 
might well by the end of the evening!  

7pm for pizza and refreshments before 
an approximate 7:30pm start. Venue is: 

Benenden Primary School, Rolvenden 
Rd. TN17 4EH and there is plenty of 
parking available.  



Church Suite 

If you are new to the church and would like to 
make us your spiritual home and/or join our  
mailing lists please use this QR code with your 
device to provide your details and grant us       
permission to contact you. This links takes you to 
our cloud-based system on Church Suite. If you 
have any questions or concerns please speak or 
email me (my contact details are on the back 
page of      Surface). Thank you Maggie 

 

 

Warm Welcome Hub 

 

Our Warm Welcome Hub is now back up and 
running after the summer break. Designed to 
be part of the national Warm Welcome Spaces 
initiative, other venues in the village will also be 
open, so that somewhere will be open every 
day, although the times for each may vary. As 
the weather starts to turn colder we will be 
serving Mary’s yummy homemade soup with 
rolls from Tuesday 25th November. This will 
be available between 1 and 2pm each week and 
will continue until 24th February However. the 
main session will continue to be open as usual 
every Tuesday 12:30 to 4pm  

 

Welcome Rota - November 

Sunday 2nd - Alan and Amanda 

Sunday 9th– David and Jo 

Sunday 16th - Amanda and John 

Sunday 23rd - Paul and Sally  

Sunday 30th - Brenda and Graham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fortnightly Fridays 6 - 7:30pm 

Join us for fun, food, laughter and a chance 

to wind down at the end of a school week. 

Year 6 and above 

Term time only  

Dates this month  

7th and 24th November 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staplehurst Interest Group 
 

 

You may be reading this in time to join us on Friday 31st October in the café area at 
the Free Church in Station Road where we will bring up the subject of ‘Food’. Which are 
your favourite (or least enjoyed) foods? Tea, coffee and biscuits are offered as we         
assemble for a ten o’clock start. In November we have invited four different speakers 
with a fascinating variety of subjects so hope for a strong turnout of regulars and new 
guest visitors. On November 7th we welcome back Dorril Bowyer-Cope who takes      
wonderful photographs and weaves fascinating tales around them. This time we ’ll be 
transported to ‘Bhutan’. We try to be a little crafty and so on the 14th offer to show how 
to make unique ‘Gift Boxes’ out of old Christmas Cards. Requested by members again, 
Chris Roome returns on 21st with ‘Watch the Birdie’. As Membership Secretary of the 
Kent Ornithological Society, he really knows where to go and what you might see, as well 
as which birds are regular visitors to our patch. We say ‘Cheers!’ on the 28th when we 
have two speakers about liquid refreshments; David Deacon will talk about ‘Hops and 
Hopping’ and Bob Ham will refresh us with ‘Tea’. 

 Our sessions are renowned for the laughter generated and many lasting friendships 
have been formed in the 23 years since we began. We ask for a £1 contribution when 
you come towards the refreshments and expenses, as well as enabling us to make a     
donation each month towards the church’s building fund. For more information ring us 
or just turn up for a warm welcome. 

Joan and Malcolm Buller 

Don Elliott 

We were all very saddened to learn that Don Elliot passed away in 
the summer. He served this church faithfully and was a friend and 
encourager to many people in Staplehurst. With the agreement of 
Don’s family, we will be holding a memorial service in the new 
year on Saturday 24th January 2026 during the afternoon. As well 
as the memorial service we will have refreshments afterwards for 
people to talk, reminisce and share memories of Don. More details 
will be released in due course. Please contact Peter if you would 
like to share a memory during the memorial service itself. 

Surface Deadline  For inclusion in the December edition of Surface Magazine - Please send all copy to         

Kate M by Thursday 27th November.  If you no longer wish to receive this magazine, please contact the 

church administrator to unsubscribe. Thank you 





 

Staplehurst Free Church 
 

Church Leader - Peter Brook 

                                   

                                 Church Administrator - Maggie Whalan 

 

 

                                    Office Tel No.:  01580 893993   

      www.staplehurstfreechurch.org.uk 

 

 

 
Sunday 2nd 

 

10:30am  
 

Worship, Word and Communion 
 
Speaker:  Roger Lumley 
 

 
 

Sunday 9th 

 

10:30am  
 
 

All Age Connection - Family Service 
 
Why we need to rembember 
 
Led By:  Ian MacDonald 
 

 
 

Sunday 16th 

 

10.30am  
Worship, Word and Communion 
 
Speaker:   Clive Jones 
 

 
 

Sunday 23rd 
 

 

10.30am 
Worship, Word and Communion  
 
Speaker: Peter Brook 
 

 
Sunday 30th  

 
10.30am 

Youth 24 
 
Led by: Youth 24 

Sunday Connections in November  

 

If you are unable to join us in person for any of our services, with the exception of family church on the 

2nd Sunday of the month which is not streamed, you can watch the service live via our YouTube channel   

https://www.youtube.com/@staplehurstfreechurch1163/streams  

http://staplehurstfreechurch.org.uk/fcs/
https://www.youtube.com/@staplehurstfreechurch1163/streams

